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Why Compost?

Composting is 3 way t0 civert green waste away from landtits,
which creats g e gas tae . Firiahed
COMPOIT Can Do used as a slow release fertilizer source that can
Increase flower quality and yleld. And you don't have to gener-
ate compont yourself — many commercial facilities exist that
will sccept waste and manufacture compost.

Where to Start?

manufacture compost. A good place to begin is the U.S. Com-
posting Council, which evaluates faciitien nationwice

the Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) Certified Compost gvo-
Kram. This program requires compost manufacturens 10 follow
feders, state, and local guidelines and submit regular samples
for testing. Visit wam compentingcouncl arglpage/pattich
oants,

M you'd prefer 10 COMPOST o site, check with your state's Mas.
ter Gardener program for tips on how 10 get started. Always

make sure to test your for phy' y and g

ton rates!

Going Further

Onco you've ided 10 start g M your hore

are some adSTIonal tips 10 help endure » successful program:

* Make sure Ccompost bins are property labeled and tram staff
©n what can be considered green waste,

* Make sure waste intended 10r Composting is free of plastics,
rubber bands, and other packaging. "When In doubt, throw it
Sut” I8 A Common mantrs 50 swold contamination,

» Common compontable itemas include:

* Sterns, lesves, roots, and blooms

the compost Is tested for pathogens and heavy metals, and &
daciosure program exists with detalled physical parameters
Soch as stabilty, maturity, pM, salts, and organic content. Any
VIr Can request the completed data sheet.
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other nutrients that are beneficlal to plant

COMMon way %0 measure floral
waste diverted through composting s by
ing 8 goal foe the amount
of waste (either by weigM of pe Mage of
hat won't end up In a landfil
w dacide 1o apply Compost a3 &
o, nOte ey Changet in synthetic
v reqrirements

And don't forget 10 let
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Integrated Pest
Management Guide for
Floral Industry Growers
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Integrated Pest Management
at a Glance
ntegrated Pest Marag PNl s a LY 10 manage

Peit and daeate presiure in agricutural and horticutural
crops. The official definition of IPM is “a sustainabie

and esvironmental riaks” (7 USC Sec. 134491

Why Care About IPM -

Many flowers cultivated for commercial production have
hgh market valoe, and damage rom pests or diseases can
sgnificantly brpact Sower quality snd marketablity. Flower
Crops are susceptible 10 3 wide range of pests and dseases,
Including aphids, thrips, mites, whitefies, botryts, and
powdery mildew (University of Caldornia, 2015)
Minimging cormetik damage i important for mantaining
product quality and consumer satisfaction. For example,
chewing of sucking Insects may Cause visidle damage 1o fower
petals, follage. or stems, afecting the overall sppearance of the
fiowers.
Through IPM practices, which encourage &
examination of pest gressures. » balanced use of Inputs, and
employing a range of options to manage pests, pest outbreaks
can be provented and ute of traditional pesticides can be

duced with o for health and worker
safety (Pecenka et al. 2021)

Measuring the Impacts of IPM
The simplest way 1o see changes after IPM strategies are
mplemented it to meature pesticide wrage. By reducing
pesticides apphications, IPM peactices can result in the following
Denafins {Univeryity of California, 2001
* Reducing 10 ch control .
* Miniewizing the potential for phytotowicity from chemic
Appication
* Decreasing disruptions in labor due 1o requined pesticice
feentry intervaly; and
* Lowering the costs of nd
* Potentially decreate chemical usage, which will resuit in lower
rish of exposure for employees.
This requires documentation of chemical appications over
time and records 1o SUPPOrt any claims of reduced pestickde
wie. Shfts 10 lower rish pesticiaes can also be vaksable to
ate 1o oy ] 5. The National
Pesticide Information Cemter maintaing resources for finding
lower rish pesticide products! o ol edu/ingreddones
€ 2058 A on Vs o Erbomeant
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= Sustainabloom™  ways to Get Involved

1. Check out the
Sustainabloom website

2. Share sustainability
resources with us *

3. Take our survey

4. Let us know: What topics

. would you like to see

addressed?

5. Consider becoming a
sponsor
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Mapping Out
Your Sustainabillity Plan

Moderator: Amanda Solliday, NC State
University

Panelists:

Dr. Esteban Munoz, Fresh-O-Fair
Monty Pereira, Watanabe Floral
FJ Trzuskowski, Continental
Floral Greens



80+ 3 10,775

Years servicing the floral West coast distribution
industry centers — Shelton, WA

Forest Grove, OR,

Acres of CFG owned High

Mountain Blue Noble*

Watsonville, CA

num r )
umbers 2 {560 300,000 fSM

of forestiand In the
Pacific Northwest

eet

Sparta, NC Acres of CFG owned cut

floral greens farms
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Ly 0N (+ stems)

Ao %
gound Me ol Box (6 stems)
o Box (7 stems)
pecture Frame (8 stems)
ccrangle Box (16 st ms)
found 18t Box (12 stems)
Acrylbic Box (16 stems)

tut Box (18 stoms)




N | ‘

\ American | Research
Floral | e

> SUStalnabloom .Y Endowment | egucation
r 4 By Amercan Funding the Future of Floriculture

A |
Thank you! F

Visit Sustalnabloom
sustalnabl



http://sustainabloom.org

	Slide 1: Mapping Out Your Sustainability Plan
	Slide 2: Online Resources
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Data Collection
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Ways to Get Involved
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Thank you!  Visit Sustainabloom sustainabloom.org

